CG will expand
roads with city

Major corridors
to be planned
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With a detour here and there from
initial concepts, Casa Grande contin-
ues planning for a system of roads
that will ease traffic congestion as
the city grows.

The preferred plan, still far
future, is to .
have a beltway . k|
around the city,

tying in Val
Vista Boule-
vard, Mont-

gomery Road
and Interstates
8 and 10.

1-10 is now:
being widened
to three lanes
in each direc-
tion from the
Marana area to Pinal Air Park Road,
with future work making it three
lanes from there to Selma Highway,
with some work on 1-8 as far west as
Henness Road.

The Arizona Department of Trans-
portation has said it ‘has no idea,
because of difficulties of negotiating
with the Gila River Indian Commu-
nity, of when there could be three
lanes in each direction from Selma
Highway to the Chandler area. The
agency has said that the widening
from Pinal Air Park Road to Selma
Highway, with a new interchange at
the I-8 junction, is four to five years
away.

Meanwhile, Casa Grande has been
working on its latest small-area
transportation plan, approved in July.

City officials will now ask the
City Council to approve two major
corridor studies — Val Vista and
linking Pinal Avenue to ChuiChu

Thompson
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Montgomery Road, to the west,
has been pushed aside for the
moment. '

“The reason we're not jumping
out to Montgomery right now and
doing a corridor study on that this |
year is because of the battle that’s’
ensuing between Arizona Water
Company and Global Water on
who’s going to serve that area,” City
Manager Jim Thompson said during
an interview with the Casa Grande
Dispatch.

“Until a decision is made, really
not much is going to happen out
there, so we’re not going to jump out
there and do a corridor study that
may sit on the shelf for three or four
years when we have two other areas.

«With linking Pinal and ChuiChu,
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