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not going to jump out there and do a corridor study that may sit on the shelf for
three or four years when we have two other areas.

Gt

"With linking Pinal and ChuiChu, the reason why we really want to do that is
that ChuiChu goes all the way to Mexico. Originally there was no connection."

For practical purposes, Pinal ends just south of Florence Boulevard. Getting to
ChuiChu, which is Florence Street inside the city, means going east on
Florence or Second Street and then south or winding through an industrial area
to get to Florence Street.

Linking Pinal and ChuiChu would mean widening and straightening what is
known as Five Points, where Florence Boulevard, Second Street, Pinal and the
Gila Bend Highway meet, but nothing has been decided.

That would be part of the corridor study.

"What a corridor study encompasses is you look at a major corridor, a step up
from a major arterial (such as Pinal or Florence)," Thompson said. "And in the
case of Val Vista you look at it as a highway throughout that whole area, or
start off as a parkway, a seven-lane-type design."

There will be difficulties with Val Vista because previous councils did not set
aside enough right of way for a major highway, allowing residences close to the
present road.

"That's one of the things we're going to look at - are you going to stay on the
current alignment and then have issues with frontage properties and so forth,
because of the residential, or elevate it, because of the smaller right of way that
was acquired way back when," Thompson said.

"Keep in mind that our last transportation study that was done a while back only
called for five-lane roads at that time as our major arterials; now our major
arterials are seven.

"At that time, Val Vista was downgraded in that study from an expressway to a
major arterial, which would have been five lanes. We've re-upgraded in the new
small-area transportation plan back to an expressway, or seven lanes."

Through the former Copper Mountain Ranch development, now known as
Desert Color, the city has obtained 300 feet of right of way for an expressway,
Thompson said, which is a major portion of Val Vista.

Thompson said a seven-lane Val Vista would also benefit the city of Maricopa,
giving it another way to get to I-10. Maricopa officials, however, have favored
widening the Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway, which connects with
Cottonwood Lane.

Because of the buildings lining lower Pinal Avenue, Thompson said, it would
remain its present two lanes in each direction with a center turning lane.

How five lanes would be added from Five Points to ChuiChu remains
unanswered.

"That's what the corridor study will tell us, what size of right of way, and if it's
even feasible," Thompson said. "It may come back that it's not even feasible to
do, but we have to look at it. And if it is feasible, what issues we face. It may be
that some have to be moved, relocated. It may be that we create a whole new
alignment, maybe we turn somewhere else. There's a lot of ways to align
roads, not to say those two are going to be aligned at that point at that location.
We could turn Pinal, sooner or later we could take ChuiChu, bend it all over the
place."
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Thompson said there are few north-south routes that run through from the older
parts of town.

"Thornton dead-ends at Kortsen, Trekell is going to turn and run into Pinal out
in the Villago subdivision. The same with Peart - in all the development
agreements done before | got here it goes to a three-lane road from a seven-
lane arterial. Henness Road is my last chance to get a major north-south."

Florence Boulevard will eventually be widened from Pottebaum Avenue east
and Pinal widened from Kortsen Road north, but downtown will remain pretty
much the same.

"The core of town is going to be a pinch point for transportation, unless we went
out and condemned and everything else, but that's not something we look to
do," Thompson said. "So we will have a pinch point."

©Casa Grande Valley Newspapers Inc. 2007
EIEmail to a friend [ElVoice your opinion I~ Top

Send us your community news, events, letters to the editor and other suggestions. Now, you can submit
birth, wedding and engagement announcements online too!

The Difference Between
"For Sale" and "Sold".

Copyright © 1995 - 2007 Townnews.com All Rights Reserved.

Jwww.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=18762252& BRD=1817&PAG=461&dept id=68561&Ifi=6 9/7/2007



