
  
 

I-10 study may hitch new lanes, light rail 
Casey Newton 
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Apr. 29, 2007 11:47 PM  

Interstate 10 could see new lanes and light-rail tracks built simultaneously in the West Valley depending on the 
results of a key study expected to be approved this week. 
 
The Phoenix City Council will vote Wednesday on whether to fund a $6 million study of the 11-mile high-capacity 
transit corridor on the freeway between roughly 83rd and Central avenues.  
 
In a separate vote, the city will consider funding 40 percent of a study that will examine different routes for a light 
rail extension in Glendale.  
 
The 18-month I-10 study would accelerate planning for a potential high-speed rail line by four years. The 
acceleration would allow Metro officials to coordinate their efforts with the Arizona Department of Transportation, 
which will begin an independent study of I-10 widening this summer. 
 
"If the study comes back and says being in the right of way in the median of I-10 west does make sense, then 
maybe we have the opportunity to do a joint project, or to do some elements of it jointly," said Maria Hyatt, light-
rail coordinator in the city manager's office. 
 
The Glendale extension is set to open in 2017, with the I-10 connection to open two years later.  
 
What do you think? 
Post a comment about this article 
 

Current Page:1 of 3 

Your comments 

Look at the news. In Oakland, one ramp gets taken out by a tanker truck fire. It happens to be one of the main 
freeway ramps in the entire Bay Area. Thousands of vehicles travel on this one ramp every day. Everyone would 
be up you-know-what without a paddle if not for BART.  
 
Think about what would happen here in the Valley if a similar thing happened. What would happen if the Deck 
Park Tunnel got flooded and it had to be closed for 2-3 weeks, or one of the ramps at the 51/202/I-10 
interchange just east of it collapsed because a truck slammed into it? What would happen if the Broadway Curve 
was closed or the Hohokam or the 153 to the airport? What would you do? Hop on the Central Avenue bus????? 
The Red Line???? Those would be about our only options outside of the express and RAPID.  
 

• Click here to post a comment (Quick Click login required; register 
now -- it's free)
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