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Phoenix to pay for I-10 rail study 
Casey Newton 
The Arizona Republic 
May. 3, 2007 12:00 AM  

Phoenix agreed Wednesday to fund transit studies that could speed the addition of rail lines to Interstate 10 and 
carve a new path for a light-rail extension to Glendale. 
 
The Phoenix City Council voted unanimously to advance Metro $6 million to study the 11-mile freeway transit 
corridor between about 83rd and Central avenues.  
 
The acceleration could lead to freeway trains as early as 2015. Expanded transit options probably will come as a 
relief to beleaguered commuters on I-10, where traffic has increased 86 percent in the past 10 years.  
 
"Ultimately, light rail or any other public transit system doesn't work unless it's truly regional," said Greg Stanton, a 
Phoenix councilman. 
 
Consultants will consider putting light rail and other forms of mass transportation within a 50-foot median that 
Arizona transportation officials reserved for transit when they built I-10. If rail were chosen for the median, trains 
would travel up to 55 mph between stations spaced two miles apart.  
 
The study team will work with the Arizona Department of Transportation, which will begin its own study this 
summer of new lanes on I-10 in the West Valley. ADOT wouldn't say what sort of lanes or where they might go.  
 
"We've been working with them to see if maybe there's a way to do some joint work," said Maria Hyatt, light-rail 
coordinator for Phoenix. "We really thought it was worthwhile not to miss the opportunity."  
 
Officials said it was too early to estimate how much time or money could be saved by combining the lane 
expansion and transit projects. In Denver, building light rail along an expanded freeway allowed both projects to 
open two years ahead of schedule, at a savings of $300 million.  
 
"They saved big dollars by doing this a single project as opposed to doing two separate projects, so we see that 
there might be some opportunities in this," said Wulf Grote, director of project development for Metro. 
 
It is possible but unlikely that the study would find that another form of transit, such as express buses, would be a 
better choice for freeway transit. An ADOT study last year found that light rail was the most expensive transit 
option for freeways based on the number of miles traveled per rider. 
 
But forcing transit users to transfer to other technologies can discourage use of the system, officials said. 
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The Phoenix council also approved making a $100,000 contribution to a study of three potential transit routes in 
Glendale.  
 
Maricopa County's current regional transportation plan would connect Glendale to the 20-mile starter line now 
under construction with an extension running through the city's downtown. 
 
But that route fell into disfavor after the opening of University of Phoenix Stadium and the Westgate Center. 
Glendale Mayor Elaine Scruggs and business leaders have since endorsed a route that would connect visitors to 
Westgate and the sports complex. 
 
The original route, stadium route and a route serving Arizona State University West will all be considered in the 
eight-month study. The study will help Glendale and the Maricopa Association of Governments decide which 
route to pursue, said Marty McNeil, a Metro spokeswoman. 
 
Phoenix chose to support the study because of the effect the chosen path will have on its own transit users, 
officials said. 
 
"It impacts our community, too, so we want to be involved in how they get where they want to go," Hyatt said. 
 
Glendale will pay the remaining $150,000 to fund the study. Scruggs was traveling Wednesday and could not be 
reached for comment. 
 
The extension is scheduled to open in 2017.  
 
What do you think? 
Post a comment about this article 
 

Your comments 
I came here in 1983. At that time, there was no such thing as the Tunnel at Central and I-10. In fact, I-10 in the 
down town corridor did not exist. There was no a "Stack" at I-17 interchange (under construction) and there was 
not a "Mini-Stack". Loop 101 and 202 and 303 did not exist. And US60 stopped at Power Road so the only way 
into the valley was through Main Street in Apache Junction. Now, 25 years later. There are the I-10 inner 
corridor, I-17 is called a "Truck Route". The Mini Stack connects the SR51 that also connects to a 202 freeway 
and the North loop of the 101. US60 connects to the east at Kings ranch and entirely bypasses Apache Junction. 
Plus I-17 has been revamped to be wider than originally planned, US60 has been widened just about all the way 
to the old End Point at Power Road. And now, when we used to Drive into the valley coming from the east on 
Main, you could look North and see the painted rocks that had an Arrow pointing West that Said "PHOENIX". 
Now they can barely be seen.  
 
Now, people also dismiss the population flux in the valley saying things like "Yes I know they will say we didn't 
forsee all this growth. I have been coming to Phoenix for 10 years before I moved out here and the real 
expansion started in 93/94. It's taken them 15 years to realize that the growth is here and it's here to stay so 
lets start thinking 15 years down the road." like Bill103 has put it. All they have been doing ofr the last 25 years 

• Click here to post a comment (Quick Click login required; register 
now -- it's free)
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