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The Glendale Municipal Airport is fast becoming an economic engine for the West Valley and 
eventually could rival its more well-known and developed sister in Scottsdale. 

The city of Glendale currently is considering an expansion plan for the airport that would include 
extending the facility's runway and taxiways and expanding its hangar space from 589,000 square 
feet to more than 1.3 million. The city is expected to finalize the airport's new master plan and 
expansion in 2007. 

The city-owned Glendale Airport is across Loop 101 highway from the new University of Phoenix 
Stadium and Jobing.com Arena. The once-sleepy airfield is becoming the preferred landing spot 
for rock stars, corporate executives, professional athletes and their agents, and other jet-setters 
attending events or performing at the venues. 

City and airport officials note that the Glendale Airport has seen more corporate and personal jets 
landing and taking off around Arizona Cardinals football games, concerts and other events. It is 
expected to get plenty of use during the upcoming college football bowl season because Glendale is 
host to the BCS National Championship game between Ohio State University and the University of 
Florida and the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl. 

The Glendale Airport has seen growth in recent years and much more is expected, particularly as 
the stadiums host prime-time national sporting events and concerts and surrounding western 
suburbs continue to grow. 

The city of Glendale will finalize expansion plans at the general aviation airport early next year 
with the goal of becoming a newer version of Scottsdale Airport and the Scottsdale Airpark area, 
which is a major employment center. 

"We're headed that way," said Jamsheed Mehta, Glendale's transportation director, referring to 
plans to grow the city airport into something akin to Scottsdale. 
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More than 50,000 workers are employed in the area near the Scottsdale Airport. There now are 
just more than 500 workers in and around the Glendale Airport. There also is available land to the 
east and the west of the airport off of Glendale Avenue that could be developed into office and 
industrial parks and other aviation-related businesses. That's what has occurred in Scottsdale over 
the years near its municipal airport. 

"There's a lot of inquiries for growth. There's a lot of potential," Mehta said. 

There also is little current development around the airport except for an industrial/office park to 
the north and some sand and gravel pits and a Morton Salt distribution center down Glendale 
Avenue to the west. 

The construction of the new stadiums and the Westgate City Center as well as the continued 
population and increased business activity in the western suburbs gives the airport prime 
potential as a job center and economic hub. The airfield is near Luke Air Force Base and not too 
far from the planned Loop 303 freeway. 

"Corporate air traffic in and out of the airport has increased significantly in the past few years, and 
it is utilized by the entertainers and events associated with the stadium and arena," said Don 
Rinehart, president and chief executive of the Glendale Chamber of Commerce. 

Growth projections call for the annual aircraft operations (takeoffs and landings) and planes 
based at the Glendale Airport to increase substantially. In 2004, the airport had 118,000 airport 
landings and takeoffs compared to 150,000 in 2006. That number is expected to increase to 
215,000 landings and takeoffs by 2020. There are no plans, however, to have commercial service 
in and out of the suburban airfield. 

"There are significant pockets of development springing up along the whole 101 corridor, and that 
will continue for some time. The airport will, in some cases, be a main catalyst for some of that 
development. In a few years, I suspect that its usage will rival the Scottsdale Airpark, and that its 
role will be similar in scope, if not more important to the area," Rinehart said. 

The Glendale city government is finalizing master-plan changes to the airport area as well as 
growth measures. The Glendale City Council is expected to consider those changes early next year. 

Get connected 
Glendale Municipal Airport: www.glendaleaz.gov/airport 

FAST FACTS 
Glendale Municipal Airport has: 

●     150,000 takeoffs and landings in 2006 

●     589,000 square feet of hangar space expected to grow to 1.3 million square feet during the 
next few years 

●     $20 million economic impact annually 

●     516 employees 

●     $15.4 million annual payroll 
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Glendale Municipal Airport expansion plans include: 

●     More airport hangars to house private planes, jets and helicopters at the northwest corner 

●     215,000 annual takeoffs and landings by 2020 

●     Runway extensions 

●     More taxiways 

●     Possible business, aviation and industrial parks to the east and west 

Source: City of Glendale, www.ci.glendale.az.us/airport/plansforthefuture.cfm 

 

This article is for Paid Print Subscribers ONLY.
If you are already a The Business Journal subscriber please create or sign into your 
bizjournals.com account to link your valid print subscription and have access to 
the complete article. 

Become a Print Subscriber
For immediate access to this 
article, as well as the most 
recent edition of The Business 
Journal online, become a print 
subscriber.  

 
 

 

Already have an Account
Email Address:   
Password:   

  
Forgot Your Password? 

 
Contact the Editor Need Assistance? More Latest News 

 

Subscribe or renew online 

 
 

All contents of this site © American City Business Journals Inc. All rights reserved.

http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/phoenix/stories/2006/12/18/story2.html?t=printable (3 of 3)12/26/2006 12:21:15 PM

http://www.ci.glendale.az.us/airport/plansforthefuture.cfm
http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/subscribe/phoenix/
http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/phoenix/account/register/?uri=/phoenix/stories/2006/12/18/story2.html?t=printable
http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/account/lost_password
http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/phoenix/contactus/contact_editor.html
http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/phoenix/aboutus/help.html
http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/phoenix/latestnews.html
http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/phoenix/latestnews.html
http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/subscribe/phoenix/
mmcfarlane
Rectangle


	bizjournals.com
	Stadiums, growth spur activity at Glendale Airport - The Business Journal of Phoenix:


	ONKBNEGBNAPEJONEALPNCEDFDAFCKCNC: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 3
	f2: Y
	f3: parse_sign_in_3
	f4: /phoenix/stories/2006/12/18/story2.html?t=printable
	f5: bizj
	f6: 1
	f7: 
	f8: 

	f9: 




